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SUBJ: SOVIET INTEREST IN ARCTIC PIPELINE EXCHANGE 

1. SCST HAS INFORMED EMBASSY THAT MINISTRY OE 
CONSTRUCTION OE PETROLEUM AND GAS INDUSTRY ENTER- 
PRISES IS INTERESTED IN SENDING TEAM OF SPECIALISTS 
TO NORTH SLOPE OE ALASKA TO SEE TRANS-ALASKA PIPE- 
LINE CONSTRUCTION PROJECT. SOVIET TEAM WOULD WISH 
TO MAKE VISIT DURING FIRST QUARTER OF 1975. IN 
RETURN US EXPERTS WOULD BE INVITED TO INSPECT 
PIPELINES IN THE SOVIET ARCTIC. 

2. ORIGINAL PROPOSAL EOR THIS EXCHANGE MADE BY 
SENATOR TED STEVENS OE ALASKA TO DEPUTY MINISTER 
SOROKHIN OF ABOVE MINISTRY DURING THE SENATOR'S 
VISIT TO MOSCOW IN AUGUST, 1973. AT THAT TIME 
SOROKHIN INDICATED HIS INTEREST IN PROPOSAL, BUT 
NOTHING HAS MATERIALIZED UNTIL NOW. 

3. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT PROPOSED EXCHANGE COULD 
BE BENEEICIAL FOR US PROVIDED THAT EIRM COMMITMENT 
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ARCTIC IS OBTAINED IN ADVANCE AND THAT THE EXCHANGE 
OF INFORMATION WOULD NOT BE ONE-SIDED IN THE SOVIETS' 
FAVOR. VISITS COULD POSSIBLY BE ARRANGED WITHIN 
FRAMEWORK OF ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENT PROJECT AREA 
ON ARCTIC AND SUB-ARCTIC ECOLOGICAL SYSTEMS OR 
UNDER ENERGY AGREEMENT PROJECT ON PREVENTION OF 
ENVIRONEMENTAL POLLUTION DURING WELL DRILLING, PRO- 
DUCTION AND PIPE! INF. TRANSPORTATION OF OIL AND GAS. 

AS FAR AS EMBASSY IS AWARE, NOTHING HAS YET BEEN 
DONE IN ARCTIC PROJECT UNDER ENVIRONMENTAL AGREE- 
MENT AND THIS MIGHT PROVIDE START FOR COOPERATIVE 
ACTIVITIES. 

4. SOVIETS ARE DOUBTLESS PRIMARILY INTERESTED IN 

THE HIGH TECHNOLOGY ASPECTS OF PIPELINE CONSTRUCTION 
IN THE ARCTIC. WHILE EMBASSY BELIEVES SOVIETS HAVE 
LITTLE COMPARABLE TO OFFER THE US IN THIS AREA, 
OPPORTUNITY FOR US EXPERTS TO MAKE ON-SITE 
VERIFICATION OF MAJOR SOVIET PROBLEMS IN PIPELINE 
CONSTRUCTION PLUS OIL EXTRACTION AND TRANSMISSION 
IN GENERAL COULD BE VALUABLE. THIS MAY BE ESPECIALLY 
SO IN LIGHT OF QUESTIONS RAISED BY MARIANNA SLOCUM 
IN HER ARTICLE IN OCTOBER/NOVEMBER TECHNOLOGY 
REVIEW. 

5. APPRECIATE COMMENTS OF DEPARTMENT AND INTERESTED 
AGENCIES AS WELL AS GUIDANCE FOR RESPONSE TO SOVIET 
PROPOSAL. 
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